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AG COST SHARE AND CCAP SIGN-UPS BEGIN JuLy 1

By Laurie Brokaw

The Henderson County Soil & Water Conservation District (HCSWCD) is currently accepting INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
applications for NC Agriculture Cost Share Program (NCACSP) and Community Conserva-

tion Assistance Program (CCAP.) Both programs are voluntary and are funded through the
NC Department of Environment and Natural Resources Division of Soil & Water, and are PROGRAM 2
administered through the HCSWCD to fund the installation of various Best Management Prac- zfﬁ\}l\j I RE=
tices (BMPs) to improve water quality.
- SPONSORS 2
Ag Cost Share Accepted Agriculture-Related BMPs The NCACSP
Cropland Conversion Stock Trail can pay up to 75
P to 90 percent of RESTORING 3
Ag Road Stabilization Stream Stabilization the costs for HEIRLOOM
No-till Vegetables Diversions/ Grassed Waterways installation of APPLES
Feed Pads Riparian Buffers these and otber UPDATING 4
Abandoned Well Closure Livestock Exclusion (fencing) accepted agri- VAD INFO
culture-related
Stream Crossings Watering Tanks BMPs.

Agrichemical Handling/Mixing Faciliti d Backflow P ti
grichemical Handling/Mixing Facilities and Backflow Prevention The CCAP can

pay for up to 75

CCAP Accepted Urban BMPs percent of the
Critical Area Planting Bio-retention Area costs for instal-
Abandoned Well Closure Stream Restoration/Protection lation of these
Riparian Buffer Backyard Wetland/Rain Garden accepted urban
Grassed Swale/Diversion Pet Waste Receptacles BMPs.
Storm Water Wetland Large Cisterns To be eligible

for either pro- Read The District Current
gram, there must be an existing water quality problem. The BMPs must be designed online:

by HCSWCD and be maintained for ten years. If you have questions, call Jonathan Wallin, Waww.hendersoncountync.

Shaun Moore or Laurie Brokaw at the Henderson County Soil & Water Conservation District org/soil

at 697-4949. You can also learn more by visiting our website at
www.hendersoncountync.org/ soil. Click “Latest Newsletter”
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THE DISTRICT CURRENT

lation of all these

nomic times.

The District spent
$226,537 on the instal-

Management Practices
in 2009-10. Thank you
to all of the partnering
agencies that made this
possible, especially dur-
ing these tough eco-

Best

CONSERVATION PRACTICES INSTALLED IN 2009-10

By Laurie Brokaw

NC Ag Cost Share/ Drought Assistance 2 Abandoned Well Closures

$102,451

NCACSP

1 Stream Restoration
2 Backyard Wetlands
2 Grassed Waterways

3 Eroding orchard roads repaired, totaling

1,520 ft and saving an estimated 73.31 tons

of soil per year.

1 Animal waste application system for

proper land application of waste

2 Fertigation Backflow Prevention Systems
to prevent backflow of any nutrients used
during irrigation back into a water source.
1 Replacement well for livestock watering.

Drought Assistance

3 Wells - used for crop irrigation

3 Wells and 2 watering tanks for livestock

watering

2010 Community Conservation

$33,758
2 Streambank Protection
1 Pet Waste Receptical

1 Impervious Surface Conversion

2010 French Broad River Watershed
Coalition funds

$27,228

2 Streambank Protection

2 Riparian Buffer Restoration

1 Well - Alternative Water Source
1 Heavy use Area

1 Livestock Exclusion Fencing

1 Pasture Management Plan

2010 NC Div. of Water Resources grant
$63,100

2 Stream Restoration

2 Streambank Protection

4 Riparian Buffer Restoration

1 Livestock Exclusion Fencing

1 Heavy Use Area

1 Pasture Management Plan

2 Riparian Buffer Restoration

Total: $226,537

PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR CONSERVATION-MINDED SPONSORS

We Would Like
To Thank
Our Sponsors!

Liz Taylor, AFIS, CISR, CPIW
Farm & Crop Insurance Agent
Morrow Insurance Agency
800 Beverly-Hanks Centre
Hendersonville, NC 28792
828-694-5146 Desk
828-768-6197 Cell

. G-ouid>
IGyhota, o iick

Moore Farm Equipment, Inc.
WOODS « VICON « BUSH HOG

RL.(DOC)MOORE  JERRY MOORE

201 DUNCAN HILL ROAD, HENDERSONVILLE, NC 28792

(828) 693-4068 - FAX (828) 6021532

LA

———————————
HILLSIDE NURSERY WHOLESALE COMPANY
“For the Best in Trees and Service™
P.O. Box 1390 Industrial Drive Etowah, NC 28729

828 /891-3883

KEN ALLISON FAX 828 /891-2871

Suthenlan

INSURANCE & REALTY CO.
Fourth & Church « Hendersonville

Hendersonville, NC 28793 Corner 4th & Church
“In The Land of the Sky™ 693-2054

Custom Printing - Copy Cenler - Business Cards
Irnvitati

+ Graphic: Design + Forms « and more...

Serving
Henderson County
Since 1921
127 IR0 AVE. WEST - HENDERSONVILLE. NC 28792

B28-693-T380 - FAX: B28-692-4090
W Banaganginting.com

FLAFVOR

GROWERS, & PACKERS
www. flaverist.com

fos (A28Y 8201766

n
HARDWAR;E

Carolina
. Farm Credit

Country Morlgages 4

2549 Chimney Rock Hwy, Hendersonville, NC 28792
(828) 693-0272
woww.carslinafarmeredit.com
Bruce Arrington, Branch Mgr.

FRED W. PITTILLO

F. WAYNE PITTILLO

DAVID M. BRADLEY

3277 Chimney Rock Road

Hendersonville,

North Carolina 26792

www.turfmountain.com

TURF Email: turfmtnsod @cs.com
MOLUNTAILIN B28-685-3642
Fax: 828-685-1121

PO Box 1167 Toll Free: 800-225-5931
Hendersonville, NC Phone: 828-692-6241

28793-1167 ; Fax: 828-696-2686

Western Carolina Produce, Inc.

Sales Handled By:

Jack Johnson Jody Johnson Mutt Johnson

Faris, Bush Hog
Taylor Pitsburghy

CARLAND
TRACTOR & EQIPMENT. INC.
30 CARLAND CIRCLE
MILLS RIVER, NC 28759

TONY CARLAND
Owner

Bus. Phone 828-890-4326
Cell 826-674-7207

(828)697-2760 Jimmy Parham

HENDERSONVILLE TIRE & OIL CO., INC,
“Where We Appreciate Your Business™
Michelin/Toyo & Uniroyal Tires
Major Brands of Oil
Celebrating 20 Years of Serviee

US. 64 E & [-26 Hendersonville, NC

M

Auto, home, life and .
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health insurance.. [EEEES
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Every day, over 400 acres of
precious lorest and watershed are

members, local panners and
‘community visionaries over the past
15 yoars, Caroling Mountain Land
Conservancy has successtully
presaeved over 18,500 acres of farm, torest, and
waterways in Henderson and cther neighboring counties.
“Saving the Places You Love”

LC
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GROUP LAUNCHES FORGOTTEN FRUITS INITIATIVE

Reprinted with permission

The Renewing America's Food Traditions
(RAFT) alliance has launched a Forgotten
Fruits initiative to bring back America's
most endangered heirloom apples. RAFT
has named 2010 the "Year of the Heirloom
Apple" to engage food communities in
restoring 90 heirloom apple varieties to
cach region of the country and to renew
culinary traditions associated with Ameri-
can apple culture.

RAFT launched this initiative in Appalachia
- the richest region for heirloom apples on
the continent - with events in North Caro-
lina, Virginia and West Virginia. The
launch included the release of its Forgotten
Fruits Manifesto and Manual. This publica-
tion builds upon the collective wisdom and
work of more than a dozen of America's
heirloom apple experts.

Of some 15,000 to 16,000 named apple
varieties that have been grown on the
North American continent, only about
3,000 remain accessible. Roughly nine out
of ten apple varieties historically grown in
the US are at risk of falling out of cultiva-
tion and off of our tables.

Over the last century, apple culture and
diversity in America have dramatically
declined. RAFT partners are concerned
that just one apple variety, the Red Deli-
cious, now comprises 41 percent of the
entire American apple crop. Eleven varie-
ties produce 90 percent of all apples sold
in chain grocery stores.

What's more, much of the apple juice,
puree and sauces consumed in the US are
now produced in other countries. As the
overall number of apple trees in cultivation

decline to a fourth of what it was a century
ago, the number of apple varieties consid-
ered threatened or endangered has peaked
at 94 percent. These are not just abstract
statistics; they affect our health and the
health of our landscapes.

RAFT has identified a previously unrecog-
nized catalyst of the decline in the variety
of apples available to growers. Over the
last 15 years, the US has lost roughly 600
independently owned nurseries. These
nurseries formerly harbored most of the
place-based heritage apples on the conti-

nent, but their business has been usurped
by the garden-and-lawn departments of
big-box stores that offer far fewer varie-
ties. Perhaps just as problematic is the dra-
matic loss of traditional knowledge about
apple cultivation and varietal usage that has
occurred over the last half century. The
skills of grafting, pruning and preparing
apples in diverse ways are as endangered as
the apples themselves.

However, there are signs of hope. Despite
the economic downturn, heirloom and
antique apple varieties are being success-
fully marketed at many of the 5,000 farm-
ers' markets and 2,500 community-

supported agriculture (CSA) projects in
the US. Some CSAs, like the one of Mor-
tez's Mountain Apples near Boone, special-

Text and photos by Gary Nabham

ize in introducing customers to a wide
variety of heirlooms. Consumption of hard
cider is also on the rise in America, offer-
ing a means to use heirloom varieties not
suited for eating fresh. Among chefs and
cider-makers, future market prospects for

heirloom apples look good.
See “Apples” on Page 4
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Welcome, Jonathan Caden Wallin!
Born June 10, 2010 at 4:30 p.m.
20 inches long and 8 Tbs.
Caden and proud parents Oshen and Jonathan Wallin

are all doing well!
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AG DISTRICT PARTICIPANTS MUST UPDATE INFORMATION

By Laurie Brokaw

Many Voluntary Ag District (VAD) participants have received copies of the original VAD file information from us in the
mail. We’ve had a great response and are trying to catch up on all the updates. We’ve had a great time talking to folks on
the phone or in the office, where we can finally put a name and face together. A big thank you goes to all the folks that have
contacted us already to update their files. The first to call and come in was Mr. William Enloe, who will receive a free VAD

sign for his property.

If you are a VAD participant and have not returned the completed update form or contacted us, please do so as soon as pos-
sible. If you are a VAD participant and did not receive a mailing from our office, please give us a call so we can make sure all
of your parcel/ contact information are still current. We had many packets returned because of insufficient/no longer used
addresses from our original files from 1992.

To continue participating in the VAD program, participants must update their information. Anyone with
questions can call Laurie Brokaw at 697-4949.

APPLES

Continued from Page 3

The RAFT Alliance is now proposing that at least 90 endangered RAFT is an alliance of food, farming, environmental and culinary

apple varieties in each region be earmarked for recovery. RAFT advocates who have joined together to identify, restore and cele-

released its first regional list of apples for recovery - including over  brate America's biologically and culturally diverse food traditions

100 heirlooms unique to Appalachia - at the Marketing Opportuni-
ties for Southern Farmers conference on Feb. 27 at Warren Wilson
College in Swannanoa. To find out ways you can celebrate the Year
of the Heirloom Apple, go to http://www raftalliance.org and
http://www.garynabhan.com.

through conservation, education, promotion and regional network-
ing. Gary Nabhan is founder of Renewing America's Food Tradi-
tions Alliance (http://www.raftalliance.org). For further informa-

tion, email gpnabhan(@email.arizona.edu.




